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PikeV Peak SXmmiW ViViWoU CenWeU celebUaWeV gUand opening
HigheVW YiViWRU ceQWeU iQ Whe ZRUld RSeQV ZiWh faQfaUe aW 14,115 feeW

abRYe Vea leYel

The neZ Pikes Peak Summit Visitor Center, folloZing three \ears of construction, celebrated its grand
opening Zith a ribbon cutting ceremon\ on June 30. Colorado GoYernor Jared Polis joined Colorado
Springs Ma\or John Suthers and Frank Beum from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest
SerYice in commemorating the historic eYent on the summit of Pikes Peak, a National Historic
Landmark. At 14,115 feet aboYe sea leYel, it is the highest altitude Yisitor center in the Zorld. CLICK
HERE to VieZ Ribbon CXtting Program.
 

"The Cit\ of Colorado Springs and man\ other stakeholders
haYe long been committed to the task of building a neZ
Pikes Peak Summit Visitor Center that is trul\ Zorth\ of the
majest\ and magnificence of Pikes Peak and the luster of
its histor\," said Suthers. "We noZ haYe a Yisitor center Ze
can all be proud of, a place that William Palmer, Spencer
Penrose and the generations of Pikes Peak adYocates Zho
haYe come before us Zould be proud of. Toda\ Ze dedicate
a building that complements the majest\ of a great
mountain, and Ze commence a neZ era in the histor\ of
Pikes Peak and of Colorado Springs."
 
The co-hosted celebration also recogni]ed the reopening
of The Broadmoor Manitou & Pikes Peak Cog RailZa\,
Zhich has taken Yisitors to the summit of Pikes Peak since
1891. The Cog, America's highest railZa\, reopened in Ma\

2021 after a three-\ear, $100 million rebuild.

TheUe'V VWiOO WiPe WR giYe. Be SaUW Rf PiNeV PeaN
fRUeYeU. GLYe \RXU faPLO\ aQd fULeQdV VRPeWKLQJ
SULceOeVV - WKeLU QaPe RQ APeULca'V MRXQWaLQ - ZKeQ
\RX VXSSRUW WKe QeZ PLNeV PeaN SXPPLW CRPSOe[.

HRZ YRXU GifW HeOSV
TKe QeZ SXPPLW VLVLWRU CeQWeU RSeQed JXQe 24.
GeQeURXV dRQRUV KaYe aOUead\ cRQWULbXWed $12.8
PLOOLRQ, bULQJLQJ XV WR PRUe WKaQ 84 SeUceQW Rf RXU
$15 PLOOLRQ fXQdUaLVLQJ caPSaLJQ JRaO. SeYeUaO
RSSRUWXQLWLeV UePaLQ WR OeaYe \RXU RZQ OaVWLQJ
OeJac\ WKURXJK VSRQVRUVKLSV aW  WKe QeZ PLNeV PeaN
SXPPLW CRPSOe[. FRU PRUe LQfRUPaWLRQ, VeQd aQ
ePaLO WR:  CaPSaigQ.dO@cRORUadRVSUiQgV.gRY
 
YRXU JLfW ZLOO be XVed WR KeOS WKe SXPPLW CRPSOe[
UeacK "LLYLQJ BXLOdLQJ CKaOOeQJe" ceUWLfLcaWLRQ, WKe
ZRUOd'V PRVW SURJUeVVLYe eQYLURQPeQWaO
SeUfRUPaQce VWaQdaUd. LLYLQJ BXLOdLQJV VafeJXaUd
WKe eQYLURQPeQW, SUeVeUYe WKe VXUURXQdLQJ KabLWaW,
aQd cRQWULbXWe WR KXPaQ KeaOWK.
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Grand Entrance - Opening Day. Photo Credit: City of
Colorado Springs
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"Colorado Springs noZ has another Zorld class attraction, and I could not be more proud of the neZ
and improYed Cog RailZa\ and Summit Visitor Center," said Polis. "I haYe no doubt that Ze too Zill
continue to summit mountains -- because that's the Colorado Za\, and the Cog RailZa\ and Pikes
Peak HighZa\ Zill help get us there. OnZard and upZard."
 
In addition to the breathtaking YieZs, made eYen
more dramatic b\ the neZ eleYated pathZa\ and
oYerlook designed to help protect the summit's fragile
tundra, there are noZ digitall\ interactiYe displa\s that
bring the histor\, significance, and geolog\ of the
mountain to life both inside and outside the neZ
building, plus fresh menu and retail options. Visitors
can still e[perience the famous high-altitude donut
recipe used since 1916.
 
A predominatel\ one-stor\ form seemingl\ carYed
from the southeast side of the peak, the neZ building
offers unobstructed YieZs and is reminiscent of the
crags and rock formations found aboYe tree line. It is sited to Zithstand the e[treme enYironmental
conditions of the summit. Nestled into the mountain, e[posure to Zinds that can e[ceed 230 miles per
hour is minimi]ed, Zhile the mass of the building proYides sheltered outdoor areas to enjo\ the YieZs.
 
The neZ building Zas designed to achieYe Leadership in Energ\ and EnYironmental Design(LEED)
SilYer certification, a globall\ recogni]ed s\mbol of sustainabilit\ achieYement. It also striYes to
achieYe the LiYing Building ChallengeSM (LBC), a tZo-\ear certification process, as a highl\
sustainable, net-]ero energ\ building. Currentl\, no other buildings in Colorado are full\ LBC certified.
The entire site Zas also designed to meet the latest Americans Zith Disabilities Act (ADA)
standards. It Zas constructed b\ GE Johnson (Colorado Springs) and designed b\ GWWO Architects
(Baltimore, Md.) in collaboration Zith RTA Architects (Colorado Springs) as architect of record.
 

Pikes Peak SXmmit Visitors Center Grand Opening Celebration Video
 
The Yisitor center and 19-mile highZa\ is operated b\ Pikes Peak - America's Mountain (PPAM), an
enterprise of the Cit\ of Colorado Springs, through a special use permit from the U.S. Forest SerYice.
The total project cost is an estimated $65 million, funded in part b\ reYenue bonds and reserYes from
PPAM, Zhich generates reYenue through highZa\ toll fees and concession sales.The neZ Yisitor
center is part of the 38,000-square-foot Pikes Peak Summit Comple[, Zhich also houses a Colorado
Springs Utilities communications facilit\ and the U.S. Arm\'s High Altitude Research Laborator\.
 
"I am proud to sa\ that the Pikes Peak Summit
Comple[ embodies the USDA Forest SerYice goals of
harmoni]ing the enYironment, restoring natural
resources and incorporating the cultural Yalues of our
NatiYe American Tribal communities," said Beum, U.S.
Forest SerYice Rock\ Mountain Region regional
forester. "The collaboratiYe efforts of seYeral dedicated
partners haYe made this neZ Yisitor e[perience
possible for people ZorldZide to enjo\ this beacon of
American histor\ in a neZ and Zonderful Za\."   
 
The neZ building is opening in phases, so earl\ Yisitors
can e[pect to see final construction Zork taking place
and finishing touches being made to the interpretiYe
e[hibits and signage. E[terior site Zork, including
paYing, is e[pected to last through September. It
replaces the Summit House, Zhich had operated since
1964. The Yer\ first summit house Zas constructed in
1873, and an original Zall from that structure has been
preserYed on the summit. It had Zelcomed guests like
Katharine Lee Bates Zho authored "America the
Beautiful" folloZing her Yisit to the summit in 1893.

https://vimeo.com/571701178/47c3116f1a
https://vimeo.com/571701178/47c3116f1a


KnoZ BefoUe YoX Go: SXmmiW paUking limiWed WhUoXgh JXl\

Pikes Peak Shuttle - Opening Day. Photo Credit: City of Colorado Springs
 

There Zill be Yer\ limited parking on the summit for guests Zhile the final site Zork is completed from
June 15 to the end of Jul\. Construction could e[tend this timeline. Pikes Peak - America's Mountain is
proYiding a 20% discount to highZa\ guests during this time Zhen summit access cannot be
guaranteed. To help as man\ guests as possible reach the summit, most Yisitors Zill be required to
board a free shuttle from DeYils Pla\ground, located at mile 16 on the 19-mile highZa\. Vehicles
carr\ing persons Zith disabilities or \oung children in car seats ma\ be permitted to driYe to the summit
if there is parking aYailable. Onl\ 35 parking spots Zill be aYailable for Yisitors on the summit Zhile this
site Zork is underZa\.
 
Shuttles Zill run eYer\ 15-20 minutes. Guests should anticipate long Zait times for the shuttle due to the
limited serYice. Pets and bic\cles are not alloZed on the shuttle. The shuttle Zill not be aYailable on
Jul\ 13 and Jul\ 19. On these da\s the summit Zill be closed to Yehicular traffic. Visitors Zill still be able
to driYe to DeYils Pla\ground. Hikers should plan to hike to DeYils Pla\ground if the\ haYe coordinated
a ride doZn from the summit.
 
As alZa\s, plan ahead and call 719-385-7325 for current highZa\ conditions. Hours of operation and
other information about the highZa\, can be found at PikesPeakColorado.com

Good MoUning AmeUica ViViWV PikeV Peak

CLICK HERE to YieZ Good Morning America Yisiting Pikes Peak
 
HoZ Colorado is bouncing back after a rough \ear. ABC NeZs' Rob Marciano takes a look at the
man\ outdoor actiYities the Centennial State has to offer.

 

 

 
To safely UNSUBSCRIBE from this project e-newsletter only, send an email to Lisa@bachmanpr.com. This removes you from receiving information about this project
only, but assures you continue to receive e-newsletters about other projects you signed up for in the past. SafeUnsubscribe below removes you from receiving ALL
project e-newsletters.  
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